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Although individually opposed to various aspects of the established order, these groups lacked 
coherence and coordination among them. The Jamaican government believed Rodney could 
supply—indeed, that he was intent on supplying—the missing link. Rodney, the intelligence 
services reckoned, was “potentially dangerous since he might succeed in bringing together 
various disaffected elements in Jamaica.”1 Accordingly, when Rodney (then a lecturer at the 
University of the West Indies [UWI] at Mona) landed in Jamaica on 15 October 1968 from 
Canada, where he had been attending a Black Power conference, the government refused him 
re-entry. He was sent back Canada on the same plane he arrived on, without being allowed 
to touch Jamaican soil. The following day, university students marched in protest. More omi-
nously, youths from the slums of Kingston joined the march. It was a strange and unusual 
encounter, this unscheduled meeting of town and gown. After debating the matter, the uni-
versity delegation declined to assume the role of vanguard, as some among them had urged, 
and indeed abandoned the march altogether. As the students broke ranks and headed back 
to their campus, the youths from the slums set out for central Kingston, then the country’s 
economic and diplomatic hub. The march turned into a rising, which culminated in rioting, 
deaths, and considerable destruction of property. “The “Rodney Affair,” as the rising was 
instantly dubbed, would be a traumatic Jamaican national birth pang.

Recently discovered diplomatic records from the United States shed new light on the 
Rodney affair. The documents detail the surveillance of Rodney and his activities by the Special 
Branch of the Jamaican police in the months before he was banned. It also transpired that 
Jamaican intelligence had been spying on Rodney since his days as a student at UWI from 
1960 to 1963. Rodney returned to Jamaica to join the faculty of his alma mater at the begin-
ning of 1968, having completed graduate studies in England and worked briefly in Tanzania, 
and the Jamaican spymasters promptly began to track him again. The Jamaican intelligence 
services shared their findings with the United States embassy in Kingston; the Americans, 
facing a similar insurgency at home and fearful of contagion, having embarked on a policy 
of containment of Black Power globally.2 The keen interest in the Rodney affair shown by 
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